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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[FEBBUARr, 



the brave exploits of the saints, and provokes the 
weak to the imitation of them: and while it 
commemorates their victorious acts, il confirms 
and strengthens our weakness against the as- 
saults of vice, and we are the less fearful in en- 
counter, by seeing the foregoing triumphs of so 
many valiant men. But sometimes it sets before 
us not only their virtues, but their falls, that 
in the victory of the strong we may find 
that which we ought to imitate, and again, in 
their falls, that which we ought to fear." We 
may now appeal to Roman Catholics themselves, 
whether this great Pope did not think it fit that 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures should be 
left free to every man. What would he have 
said to the priests of Connaught, who allowed 
their people to grow up in ignorance of both 
Bible and Testament — or to those who told their 
flocks, that " if they read the Bible, or took it 
into their houses, they should be damned — that 
the devil was in the Bible ?"* It is clear that 
either the Pope or the priests must be in the 
wrong; and we for our part prefer to range 
ourselves on the Pope's side. 

But we have yet further evidence. Every 
Roman Catholic priest, at his ordination, binds 
himself to follow the unanimous consent of the 
Fathers in the interpretation of Scripture. Now, 
we fearlessly assert, that there is scarcely any 
question upon which the ancient Fathers are so 
unanimous as upon this, that it is the right and 
duty of every man to read the Word of God. At 
present we have only room for two or three 
short extracts ; but we hope, in a future number, 
to afford our readers an opportunity of abun- 
dantly satisfying their minds on this matter. 

To begin with S. Clement, who was Bishop of 
Rome at the close of the first century. In his 
epistle, directed to all the Christians at Corinth, 
he writes — " You have known, beloved, you have 
well known the Holy Scriptures; you have 
thoroughly looked into the oracles of God."f If 
the Christians at Corinth were so conversant in 
the Scriptures, surely the Christians of Rome, 
in the time of this bishop, were not forbidden to 
read them. 

We next appeal to Origen, from whom it will 
be sufficient at present to produce one passage — 
" We beseech you not to content yourselves with 
hearing the Word of God when read in the 
church, but to apply yourselves to it at home, 
and to meditate upon it day and night ; for Jesus 
Christ is there present, as well as in the church, 
and they that seek him shall find him every- 
where. Therefore he hath commanded us to 
meditate in the Law of the Lord when we walk 
by the way, and when we sit in our houses, when 
we lie down, and when we rise up."J 

Again : what saith S. Chrysostom ? " Let 
one of you take in hand the Holy Book, and let 
Aim call his neighbours about him ; and by the 
heavenly words let him water and refresh both 
their minds and also his own."§ 

Again — in a sermon attributed to S. Augustine, 
we find these words — " If we either read not the 
Scriptures ourselves, or be not desirous to hear 
others read them, then are our medicines turned 
into wounds; and then, where we might have 
had remedy, we shall have judgment."|[ 

Our extracts shall be closed for the present, 
by the following passage from St. Jerome.1T He 
is expounding the words of St. Paul — " Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you abundantly, in all 
wisdom." On which he remarks — "Here we 
are taught that even thi latmen ought to have 
the Word of God, not only sufficiently, but 
also abundantly; and one to instruct and to 

• First Report of the Commissioners of Irish Education 
Inquiry, Appendix, p. 510. 
+ Patr. Apes. Cotel. i., p. 177. 
} Vol. u., p. 240. Par. 1783. 

i In cap. »., Gen. Horn, vi., Tom. iv., p. 88. Par. 1837. 
|| Tom. v., App. col. 249. Paris, 1691. 
<jj Com. in Epist. ad Col., cap. iii., vol. v., p. 1074. Par. 1706. 



warn another." We think we may safely ask 
our readers, whether the pledge we gave, as to 
the sentiments of the Fathers, has not been 
already amply redeemed. 

But we promised to say a word or two on the 
Douay notes to the Bible. They profess to be 
extracted from the holy Fathers, and to be added 
for the better understanding of the true meaning 
of the text. Let us examine the truth of this 
assertion, in the case of one important passage of 
the Gospels, closely connected with the question 
we have been considering. 

In St. John's Gospel,* we read these words of 
our Lord, as given in the Douay verson, "Search 
the Scriptures, for you think in them to have 
life everlasting ; and the same are they that give 
testimony of me." This verse, one would think, 
is sufficiently plain and clear. It seems to con- 
vey an express command of our Divine Master 
to all his disciples to search the Scriptures. But, 
when we look to the note, we find that we are 
mistaken. The verse, it seems, is an assertion, 
not a command. The proper translation is said 
to be, not " Search the Scriptures," but " You 
search the Scriptures, scrutamini, eptwari," and 
then the Douay translators add — "It is not a 
command for all to read the Scriptures." Now, 
we beg leave to ask, if the proper translation of 
the verse be, " You search the Scriptures," why 
the Douay translators did not so translate the 
passage at once ? Why did they put the wrong 
translation (if it be wrong) in the text, and the 
right one in the note, which would obviously 
mislead those simple readers, who would be de- 
terred from reading the note by seeing a hard 
Greek word at the beginning of it ? The true 
reason we suspect to be this, that the translators 
had some secret doubts in their own minds whe- 
ther the translation, " Search the Scriptures," 
was not, after all, the true one : they, therefore, 
put it in the text. But yet, knowing that Pro- 
testants were fond of quoting the passage, as a 
convincing argument for the duty of all men to 
read the Scriptures, they were resolved to bring 
forward another translation, as a foundation for 
their positive statement in the note, that the 
verse does not contain a command for all to read 
the Scriptures. Now, the Douay translators 
may or may not have been good Greek scholars ; 
but we beg to think that S. Chrysostom knew 
Greek somewhat better than they did. He had 
sucked it in, as we say, with his mother's milk ; 
it was the language in which he thought and 
spoke. And what is Aw explanation of the verse ?f 
" Come," saith he in one of his homilies, " since 
you draw near with so much pleasure and delight 
to hear the Word of God, let us search into the 
Scriptures that have been openly read to us, and 
let us derive profit from thence. For since 
(according to that weighty exhortation {wapaivtoiv) 
of Christ, who says — " Search the Scriptures") 
there is a great treasure laid up in the Scrip- 
tures, and hidden deeply in tbem, therefore there 
is need of search, in order that, learning the 
meaning which is concealed in them, we may 
thence derive much profit to ourselves." Again, 
in a commentary on St. John's Gospel, written 
by the same eminent Father, J we find the follow- 
ing explanation of our text : — " Why did Christ 
say, Search the Scriptures, and not simply, 
Read the Scriptures? Because the things writ- 
ten concerning himself in the Scriptures needed 
much anxious thought and attention. Therefore 
He orders (rcXvu) that men should carefully dig 
through (SiaanavTtiv) into them, in order that they 
may be able to find the truths which are deeply 
hidden in them." 

Our readers can now judge for themselves 
whether the Douay note on this verse, " It is not 
a command for all to read the Scriptures," has 



been faithfully extracted from the holy Fathers, 
according to the command of Pope Pius VI, In 
a future number we hope to continue our extracts 
from the Fathers, and also to bring forward some 
remarkable statements, made from time to time 
on this subject, by the Roman Catholic Bishops 
of Ireland. Meanwhile, we commend to the 
careful consideration of all Catholic laymen the 
important advice given in the extract last quoted, 
to " dig deeply" into the Word of God. 



LETTER OF POPE PIUS THE SIXTH, TO THE 
MOST REVEREND ANTHONY MARTINI, 
ARCHBISHOP OF FLORENCE, ON HIS 
TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY BIBLE INTO 
ITALIAN, SHOWING THE BENEFIT THE 
FAITHFUL MAY REAP FROM THEIR HAV- 
ING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES IN THE VUL- 
GAR TONGUE.* 

POPE PIUS THE SIXTH. 

Beloved Son — Health and Apostolical Benediction! 
At a time that a vast number of bad books, which grossly 
attack the Catholic religion, are circulated even among the 
unlearned, to the great destruction of souls, yon judge ex- 
ceedingly well that the faithful should be excited to the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures— for these are the most 
abundant sources, which ought to be left open to every one, 
to draw from them purity of morals and of doctrine, to 
eradicate the errors which are so widely disseminated in 
those corrupt times. This you have seasonably effected, 
i as you declare, by publishing the Sacred Writings, in the 
I language of your country, suitable to every one's capacity ; 
i especially when you show, and set forth, that you have 
: added explanatory notes, which, being extracted from the 
Holy Fathers, preclude' every possible danger of abuse. 
Thus you have not swerved, either from the laws of the 
Congregation of the Index, or from the Constitution pub- 
lished on this subject, by Benedict the Fourteenth, that 
i immortal Pope, our predecessor in the Pontificate, and 
' formerly, when we held a place near his person, our excel- 
, lent master in ecclesiastical learning — circumstances which 
we mention as honourable to us. 

We, therefore, applaud your eminent learning, joined 
| with your extraordinary piety, and we return you our 
due acknowledgments for the books, which you have trans- 
I mitted to us, and which, when convenient, we will 
| read over. In the meantime, as a token of our Ponti- 
fical benevolence, receive the Apostolical Benediction, 
I which to you, beloved son, we very affectionately im- 
i part. 

Given at Rome, on the Calends of April, 1778, the 
• fourth year of our Pontificate. 

Philip Buonamici, Latin Sec. 
j To our beloved son, Anthony Martini, at Turin. 



• St. John, chap, v., verse 3y. 

+ Vide Op. Tom. 4, p. 527. Paris, 1838. 

J Op. Tom. viii., p. 279. Paris, 183ti. 



| We sincerely rejoice to see Roman Catholic magistrates 
coming forward to uphold the right of the people to read 
I the Word of God ; and that some Roman Catholic bishops, 
' at least, are disposed in practice to encourage what they 
have on so many occasions professed to approve in theory. 
We trust there is how to be an end of anathematizing Bible 
readers, and that the Roman Catholic bishops, as friends 
of sound religious education, will form themselves into a 
society for the more extensive circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures. If they be sincere friends of reading the Bible 
(which certainly a considerable number of file inferior 
priests are not), let them come forward and circulate the 
Scriptures in a cheap form, accessible to all. These re- 
marks have been occasioned by reading the following 
paragraph, which we have much pleasure in reprinting 
from the Clare Journal : — 

" Ballyvauchan Union. — At a late meeting of this 
board, Pierce Creagh, Esq., in bringing forward a motion 
for the amendment of the poor-law, took occasion to 
say : — As I see a gentleman of the press present, I would 
now call upon the gentry not only of this county, but 
of every county in Ireland, and warn them that their 
country's cause must be fought on the hustings at the 
next election (hear). It is only by adopting a course 
of self-exertion and self-reliance, that Ireland will ever 
be righted, or have justice done her. There has been, for 
years past, too much apathy. We yielded to what I might 
call a reign of terror — at all events a reign of agitation. 
But the people find that they have not got better, but worse 
and worse under this false system. They find that their 
rights have been bartered away by adventurers, and that 
they got wrong advice (hear). Why is it that the people 
of Ulster, with an inferior climate, with worse and poorer 
land, have been, even during the past years of famine, 
comparatively independent and prosperous, while the 
people of this and neighbouring province are steeped 
in ignorance, and suffer under privations and poverty? 
It is because that in Ulster the principle of self- 
reliance has been engrafted into the minds of the 
people. I find in Ulster even a Roman Catholic bishop 
(Dr. Denvir, we believe,) aiding in printing and circu- 
lating the Scriptures among the people (hear). I find 

• A Translation from the Latin original. 
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that he, a RomanCatholic, like myself, believing that the 
truths of *he Catholic religion can be proved from the 
Scriptures. 

" Mr. John Macnamara — Order, order. 

" Mr. Creagh — I am not out of order. I say that so far 
from danger arising from the general perusal of that 
book, I would place it in the hands of every man, 
woman, and child in Ireland. And my allusion to that 
is not at all irrelevant ; because it is from that book the 
people of Ulster have learned the great principle and 
law of Providence that ' man must earn his bread by 
the sweat of his brow.' I say it is this knowledge that 
lias spread both self-reliance and individual exertion 
among the people of Ulster, and has led them to pursue 
habits of industry. Is it not the reverse with the 
people of this part of the country ? Here the people 
depend not on their own exertions, but on the exertions 
of others. They rely on dragging from the farmer and 
landowner all their substance, to be' scattered in the 
shape of indoor and outdoor relief among them. But 
their instructors have not inculcated principles of self- 
reliance among them ; nor have they taken care to in- 
struct them in the words of the apostle — that ' if any 
man does not work, neither should he eat." They have 
not explained to them that the reception of outdoor 
relief by parties able to earn their bread is equal to 
robbery, which the law of the land would punish by trans- 
portation. But on this important point I do not intend 
to detain this meeting further, and shall defer to another 
opportunity speaking more at large on the subject. 

' ' Mr. John Macnamara said — I fully agree in the 
greater part of the statements made by Mr. Creagh ; 
but I dissent from that part of it where he alludes to 
only one Koman Catholic bishop distributing the Bible. 
I am now rather advanced in life, and have long had 
acquaintance with the Catholic clergy, and I can say 
they are the most active and best friends of education. 
I know, also, that they never prevented their flocks from 
reading the Bible. 1 know that and I assert it without 
fear of contradiction (ironical cries of " hear hear," from 
Mr. Creagh). My friend, Mr. Creagh, need not to 
travel to the north for a bishop. We have them in the 
south and west, not at all inferior to the northern clergy ; 
and Mr. Creagh is entirely mistaken in supposing that the 
Catholic clergy are not the friends of education, and of 
reading the Bible (" hear, hear," from Mr. Creagh)." 

As another steo in the right direction, we rejoice to 
hear that three doz u of Testaments have recently been 
ordered for theRiman Catholic children in the Cavan 
Union Poorhouse, on the application of the Roman 
Citholic chaplain, in consequence, we believe, of the 
Bijlit Bev. Dr. Browne, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Kilmore, having recently visited the school, and sugges- 
ted the need of the supply. This is, we understand, 
the second time that Testaments have been supplied to 
these schools at the suggestion of Dr. Browne. We 
only hope that the reverend chaplain will carry out the 
object of his respected bishop, by vigilantly enforcing 
their use in the schools. 



NEWSPAPER READERS. 

The Americans are really a very droll people. The 
following sketch is original in style, and, considering 
its source, strictly true in substance. How endless is 
the variety of newspaper readers, and how hard it is to 
satisfy their wants. 

Mr. A. believes he shall discontinue his paper, because 
it contains no political news ; while 

B. is decidedly of opinion, that the same paper 
dabbles too freely in the political movements of the 
day. 

C. don't take it, because it is all on one side ; and 
D., whose opinion it generally expresses, does not 

like it, because it is not severe enough upon the oddo- 
sition. rr 

E. thinks it does not pay due attention to fashionable 
literature. 

P. cannot bear the flimsy notions of idle writers. 

G. will not suffer a paper to lie upon his table which 
ventures to express an opinion against slavery. 

H. never patronizes one that lacks moral courage to 
expose the evils of the day. 

I. declares he does nDt want a paper filled with the 
hodge-podge doings and undoings of the legislature. 

J. considers that paper the best which gives the 
greatest quantity of such proceedings. 
_ K. patronizes the papers for the light and lively read- 
ing which they contain. 

L. wonders that the press does not publish Dewey's 
ser mons, and such other solid matter. 

M. will not even read a paper tliat will not expose the 
evils of sectarianism. 

N. is decidedly of opinion that the pulpit, and not the 
pr nVv meddle with religious dogmas. 

U. likes to read police reports. 

P., whose appetite is less morbid, would not have a 
houT m * h th6Se 8 ' Uy re P° rts are P rin ted in his 

Q. likes anecdotes. 

R. won't take a paper that publishes them, and says, 
that murders and dreadful accidents ought not to be put 
into papers. 



S. complains that his miserable paper gave no account 
of that highway robbery last week. 

T. says the type is too small. 

U. thinks it too large. 

V. stops his paper, because it contains nothing but ad- 
vertisements. 

W. wants it to see what is for sale. 

X. will not take the paper unless it is left at his door 
before sunrise; while 

Y. declares he will not pay for it, if left so early ; that 
it is stolen from his house before he is up. 

And, last of all, come the complaints of some of the 
ladies — who declare the paper very uninteresting, be- 
cause it does not, every day, contain a list of marriages ; 
just as if it were possible for the poor printer to marry 
people without a licence, and whether the parties will 
or no. But the variety of newspaper readers ia too great 
for the present review ; and " we give them up," with a 
determination to pursue the "even tenor of our way," 
in offering to the public such reading as, in our humble 
opinion, will prove most useful to them and interesting 
as possible. — American Paper. 



THE TALK OF THE ROAD. 
One Sunday, after chapel, Pat Dolan and Jemmy 
Brannan were going home from Mass ; and as Pat, who 
was before, stopped to speak to a neighbour, Jem over- 
took him, and they walked on together. 

" Good morrow, Jem," says Pat. 

" Good morrow kindly, Pat." 

And so they fell to talking of the sermon, for Father 
John had preached that day. 

"Didn't Father John give it to the Bible readers, 
like himself, to-day?" said Pat. 

" Deed and he did, and its he that can," said Jem. 

" I wonder how Tim Finnegan and Peter Daly, that 
I know is reading the Bible, liked to hear him ; maybe 
that will stop them, or maybe they will go on till Father 
John puts up their names before the people," said Pat. 

" I don't know," says Jem, "but I see that them 
that takes to reading is not easily put from it. But 
Father John said one thing to-day that bothers me en- 
tirely ; I can't see the reason of it at all." 

" Now, what was that ?" says Pat. 

" Why, he told us," says Jem, " that any man that 
takes to reading the Bible will be sure to turn Pro- 
testant ; and I can't come up to the raison of that at 
all." 

" Why, man alive," says Pat, " don't you see it 
yourself? Isn't there Tim Daly and Mat Fogarty, and 
plenty more, and Johnny Connor himself, that was sex- 
ton of the chapel, that Father John trusted more than 
any man in the parish ; and didn't they all turn Pro- 
testants when they took to reading the Bible ; and what 
for should you be saying that you can't understand Fa- 
ther John saying that, when you see it yourself as plain 
as the blessed sun in the sky this moment ?" 

" True for you, Pat," says Jemmy ; " I see all that as 
plain as you do, and maybe a little more; for I see 
foreby, that it is mostly the best Catholic, and the most, 
devotest man, and the man that minds his duty best, 
and the greatest arguer against the Prctestants, that 
evermore turns Protestant, all out and out— the surest 
of all, once he takes to reading the Bible in earnest ; 
none of your keeping it quiet in the bottom of the chest 
with the likes of them ; but they'll turn readers too, 
and go through fire and water to get others to read, 
and turn Protestant, like themselves. I see that ; and 
I don't wonder that Father John says it ; for sure he 
would be blind all out not to see what every man in 
the parish sees. So it isn't Father John saying it that 
bothers me ; but what I can't make out at all is, why 
the Bible should put every one astray, and make every 
one that reads it turn Protestant." 

" Man alive," says Pat, " sure isn't that as plain as 
your hand. Why, wasn't Luther the first Protestant 
that ever lived, and didn't he write all the Bible him- 
self, and why wouldn't it turn every one Protestant that 
reads it ?" 

" Sure enough, Pat," says Jem, " if that was true it 
would make all plain ; but there isn't a word of truth in 
it, that's all. Sure doesn't Father John tell us that the 
Catholic religion is 1850 years old, and doesn't he tell 
us that Luther lived only 300 years ago (and I believe 
that's all true); and will any man in his senses tell me 
that the Catholic Church had never a Biblefor 1550years? 
Sure that doesn't stand to reason. And isn't there the 
Douay Bible, that the priest allows is the true one ? 
And where did that come from ? Sure Luther did'nt 
write that too. And so, if Father John was to tell us 
that Luther wrote all the Bible out of his own head 
(and [sure enough, I heard Father John once say very 
near that same), I wouldn't believe him ; for how could 
Luther put it on the priests, too ?" 

" Don't you see, Jem," says Pat, " that you have it 
now ? 'Twas the Protestant Bible, of course, that Lu- 
ther wrote ; and its as different from the Catholic Bible 
as turnips is from the good old Cups (my blessing be 
with them and the ould times), and sure that's the 
reason that reading the Protestant Bible turns every 
one into a Protestant." 

" Well, Pat," says Jem, "if that was it, I'd be quite 
happy and settled in my mind at once ; but I doubt it isn't 



it, after all. Didn't I hear old John Dowd, the schoolmas- 
ter that lives over at Kilmore, the cutest and learnedst 
man that ever was in this country, say that he got a 
Protestant Bible and a Catholic Bible, and that he read 
them both together (and he was the boy that was fit to 
read two books at wonst), and didn't I near him lay it 
down that there wasn't a word of differ between them 
that signified one haporth ? And that's what makes me 
ever more uneasy in my mind, till I get the reason why 
reading the Bible should make people turn Protestant. 
Sure now its not easy to believe that the Word of God 
would put every one astray entirely. And by the same 
token, you told me yourself that Luther was the first 
Protestant that ever lived, only 300 years ago, and that 
there never was a Protestant for l,500years before that. 
Now if they had the Bible all those 1 ,500 years, isn't it 
mighty odd if no one ever looked into it ? and if they did, 
why did it never turn them Protestants before as well 
as after ?" 

"May be it was all in Latin, Jem, "says Pat, "and that 
nobody at all could read it." 

" Well," saysJem, " the schoolmaster said that wasn't 
it, though I don't remember how he made it out. But I'll 
tell you what it is, Pat, my mind's all astray about think- 
ing why the Bible should make every one a Protestant, 
and set every one astray that reads it. Sure that isn't 
like the Word of God at all : and I can't attend to my 
duties the way I used to do, nor keep myself from think- 
ing, and I be to look for something to quiet me, and its 
to Father John I'll go, and ask him the reason why read- 
ing the Word of God is setting all the people astray." 

" And isn't it yourself that 'ill have to flatter him neatly, 
and get him in the best of good humour when you go to 
poke him with questionslike that, Jem ?"says Pat. " And 
isn't it his reverence that'll handle you, and may be put 
up your name before the people ?" 

"Well, Pat, I want to be satisfied in my mind, and sure 
I'm willing to be satisfied ; and who would I go to to 
settle me, if I would'nt go to my own clergy ? Sure, if 
all the boys that go astray from reading would only go to 
their clergy to satisfy them, and set them right, may be 
it wouldn't be so bad. Any way I'm resolved to try ; 
and maybe I'll have the telling you what he says." 

And by that time Jem was got to his own door ; so he 
says, " Good evening, Pat." "Good evening, neighbour," 
says Pat, " and I wish you safe from Father John." 

Well, it so happened, about three weeks after, that 
Pat and Jemmy fell in together again, coming home 
from chapel, and of course they began to talk. 

" And did you ever speak to Father John?" says Pat. 
" Indeed I did," says Jem ; " last Thursday was a fort- 
night he overtook me on the road, him riding and I walk- 
ing ; so I took off my hat to his reverence, and as he spoke 
to me pretty civil, I made bold to talk to him then ; 
and says I, ' Your reverence, I hope since you came 
to this parish you never found me anything but a boy that 
always attended to his duties and was respectful to his 
clergy.' 'True for you," says he, 'that's what you 
are.' ' Well,' then, says Jem, ' I want a bit of advice, and 
may be a little instruction from your reverence ; for who 
would I go to for it, only to my own clergy ?' ' Quite 
right,' says he ; ' if everybody did that,' says he, ' the way 
they used to do, the people wouldn't be going astray.' 
' Well, then, your reverence,' says I, 'I'm unasy in my 
mind about one thing that's disturbing me ; and I'm 
sure your reverence could settle it in one word, and may 
be you'll have the kindness to do so.' ' What is it ?' says 
he, quite pleasant-like. ' I wanted to know, your reve- 
rence,' says I, ' what is the reason that the Word of God 
should set everybody astray that reads it?' With that 
he turned round upon me as sudden as a clap of thun- 
der, and says he, ' Its reading the Bible you are, and 
going to turn Protestant on me.' ' No, please your 
reverence,' says I, 'its nothing of the kind.' 'Your a 
liar,' says he, ' and its reading the Bible you are.' ' No, 
please your reverence,' says I, ' I never had a Bible in 
my hand in all my life, and I never heard one word read 
out of it good or bad' (and with that he began to look 
more easy in his mind and more agreeable-like), ' bar- 
ring,' says I, ' the bits of scraps that your reverence 
reads in the chapel sometimes, and sure,' says I, 
looking up at him out of the corner of my eye, ' that 
wasn't too much, any way.' ' And what more do you 
want?' says he. ' Only just to know,' says I, ' why itis 
that the reading of God's Word puts every one astray 
that reads it.' 'And what's that to you,' says he, 
'if you don't read it?' 'Only this, your reverence,' 
says I, ' that I see everybody that's reading the Bible 
going astray and turning Protestant.' ' Sure enough,' 
says he. ' And it seems so unnatural-like,' says I, ' that 
God's own Word should set the people astray, and ruin 
them entirely, that I can't get my mind off thinking of 
it, and I can't attend to my duties for thinking, and sure 
if your reverence could settle my mind for me in one 
word, wouldn't it be the good thing for me ?' ' To be 
sure,' says he, 'and isn't that what I am going to do 
in a monitnt ?' and with that I pulls off my bat, and 
says he, ' Isn't it the Protestant Bible they're reading, 
says he ; ' that's all full of lies from beginning to end ? 
and isn't that the reason their going astray and turn- 
ing heretics, and does'nt it stand to reason?' says he. 
' Oh, then, your reverence,' says I, ' its all because 
they're reading a false Bible that they are going astray 



